Instructor: Rebecca Dufendach
Cluster: Poverty and Health in Latin America
Seminar Title: Purity and Danger in the lives of Mesoamerican Healers 
Seminar Description: This seminar will focus on the important roles of healers in Mesoamerica emphasizing their Indigenous, Hispanic, and African origins and influences. We will analyze factors such as class, gender, and different ethnic groups among Mesoamerican Healers from the Colonial period until the present.  We will look at healers as part of a more general discussion of the life cycle, occupational specialization, religion, or culture change in Mesoamerica. The title of healer includes many kinds of roles, for example, bonesetters, curanderas/os, midwives, nurses, pharmacists, phlebotomists, physicians, spiritualists, social workers, or surgeons.  This course will methodologically be based on the seminal work by Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concepts of Pollution and Taboo that examines the line placed between clean and unclean in different cultural and social contexts throughout history.  Our course will look at ritual, religion, and lifestyle in order to reflect on their importance in the lives of healers practicing now and in past centuries. We will analyze primary source materials from the 16th century as well as modern case studies of practitioners to gain insight into the roles and relationships maintained by Healers in Mesoamerica.
